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ENGINEER'S ROLE IN SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY PROCESS
OF POST (NATURAL) DISASTERS
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Abstract

This article reveals that the different aspect of sustainable recovery process, where
engineers should have played a different and profound professional roll in post tsunami
development process. Unfortunately, our beloved country, which all this time was spared by
calamities of this magnitude, ultimately had to face the savage judgement of nature. The ravaging
waves not only engulfed valuable lives of our very own but also brought down everything we had
built in our coastal towns over the centuries in the blink of an eye the tsunami disaster has deeply
affected the lives of the families living throughout the coastal belts of the country causing to be
disrupted both by the damage to infrastructure and facilities for livelihood, as well as the disruption
in the family structure and displacement of families. In addition to the negative impact, the tsunami
has had on the livelihood support infrastructure in the 65% of the tsunami affected areas of Sri Lanka
is also struggling to recover from three decades of civil war. The prolonged conflict, coupled with the
impact of the tsunami has not only affected the livelihood supportinfrastructure, but the most of the
other infrastructures as well. Hence the engineers are having the profound professional
responsibilities to first to recover the damage caused by the natural disaster, then by
rehabilitating/re-constructuring the damaged facilities. The final task to the engineers must be to
support sustainable development activities to improve the socio economic status of the disaster
affected community. The strategy spelled out in this article will be common for even post war
recovery process also.
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INTRODUCTION the time of tsunami is given in fig. 1 below.
The term “tsunami” comes from the
Japanese language meaning “harbour (tsu)  Fig.1 Cross section of the coast at the time of
wave (nami)”. Tsunamis were historically  tsunami
referred to as tidal waves because, as a R e T R T o Tk
tsunami approaches land they looks like a
tidal wave than a normal wind wave that Tsunami e
most people are familiar in the coastal area.
Most Sri Lankan in that fateful day of 26"
December 2004, surelyshould have
mistaken the tsunami to a wind generated
wave. A typical cross section of the coast at ~ Source: EcohontedLearning.com
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