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Abstract

Cooperation among countries has become a significant component to complement their
scarce resources, which in turn, have contributed much to the development of human race and the
economy. Therefore in a more globalized world, it becomes essential to be more integrated as it adds
meaning and strength to the linkages between countries. This could be possible when countries
come closer to one another under the banner of Free Trade Agreement. This paper on the proposed
topicexplores whether India Singapore Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) is
the major determinant factor thatinfluence the Indian business firms to consider Singapore a Smart
Choice for their business. The study also rekindled the ancient bonds of friendship between Indiaand
Singapore and served to highlight the natural strategic imperative for the relationship in
contemporary times. It also reinforced the importance of strengthening connectivity in all its
dimensions between India and Singapore. The study also shed lights on the progress that has been
made in trade in goods, services and investments with the signing of CECA in 2005. It is concluded
that implementation of CECA alone does not influence the perceptions of Indian business
community. There are other factors such as strategic location, efficient administration system etc.,
that motivate Indian business community to consider Singapore a favorable export destination.
CECA will continue to be a pillar in India-Singapore commercial cooperation. It acts as a bridge for
Indiatoreach outtotheregion.
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1.INTRODUCTION

India Singapore commercial
relations began from ancient period, through
individual Indian merchants and traders
when Singapore was an ancient city called
Temasik, located at the southern tip of
Malaysian peninsula. It had developed
during the ancient and medieval period

based on geo-strategic position existing
around them. This trade continued till the
British period. The trade got momentum
when East India Company established
political control over India. During this
period, there was a great demand for India's
cotton and opium in the East and South East
Asian region. So, the British government
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