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LEARNING THE CARNATIC MUSIC COMPOSITION VARNAM
IN THE TIME SIGNATURE 3/4

S.Darshanan’ and H.Hamsathvani’

Abstract

The Carnatic music is divided in to two major divisions as taught compositions and improvisation of
music. This research focuses on the first part, the taught compositions, because the improvisation of
music is almost not based on the knowledge, which is given by the teacher. It is mainly based on the
skills of the learner. Among the taught compositions, The Varnam is the most significant
composition. This is being taught in the schools and universities which provide carnatic music
education and training; as well as performing in the concerts. But, the results from the pilot study say
that performing the varnam in the time signature 3/4 is the most difficult activity in carnatic music, in
students' perspective. Therefore, this research is to test the hypothesis “The Most complicated
learning process in Carnatic music is performing varnam in the time signature 3/4” The
guestionnaire survey method is appointed for this research. The results of the survey analysis
supported the hypothesis. The conclusion is derived that the significant importance is not given to
the teaching and learning process in the performing Varnam in the time signature 3/4. The research
recommends adopting the modern techniques and instruments in the teaching and learning process
of the performing varnamin the time signature 3/4.
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1.INTRODUCTION
Varnam is the common

The varnam is use to sung in the
beginnings of the carnatic music concert.

composition, can be used in practice and
concert. The varnam has the parts as pallavi,
anupallavi, mukthayiswaram, charanam
and chittaiswaram. This is the most
important composition for practice,because
the actual essence and the complete
grammatical structure of relevant mood
(ragam) is clearly exhibited invarnams. The
categories of varnams areth Anavarnam,
adathAlavarnam, padhavarnam, and
tharuvarnam.

But the padhavarnams are taking important
part in the bharatha dance concerts. The
lyrics are maintained as minimal in the
varnams.(Sambamoorthy,P. 1997)
Performing the varnam in %sbeat which is
composed in 4/4 time signature in the
concerts are nowadays being popular. The
artists try to express their rhythmic talent
while synchronize with the mood through
this procedure. This research is to test the
hypotheses “The Most complicated learning
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