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Jaffna and Yaalpaadi Story: A Historical View

In the study of the history of each country, myths and legends have been initially maintained as the true history
of those countries. These are sources that help build history, even if they are non-history. The region known as
Jaffna, Jaffna Pattinam and Jaffna Nation is a unique region of Sri Lankan history and traditional culture. The
Northern Sri Lankan Tamil literary sources that tell some of its history, such as Kailaya Malai, Vaiya Padal,
Yalpana Vaipava Malai, etc., mention the Panan or Yalpadi story as the story of the origin of the place name
Jaffna. While some scholars have presented the opinions of the Yalpadi story as fiction and myth based on these
books, the objectives of this research are to highlight the role of the Yalpadi story that originated with this place
name in the ancient history of Jaffna, and to compare the historical events in the Yalpadi story with other
evidences and review the truthfulness of the story. This research is based on Vaiya Padal, Kailaya Malai, Yalpana
Vaipava Malai, Tamil Nadu literatures, Sinhala literature and inscriptions as primary sources, and the books and
research articles of the scholars who conducted studies on the name of Jaffna and state formation based on the
primary sources as secondary sources and compared with the historical approach. In connection with the
Yalpadi story, the Yalpana Vaipava Malai is mentioned, a two-eyed blind poet named Kaviveeraragavan from
Chola regime, named Jaffna for the Sand hill he received as a gift sang in praise of Valasingamakarasan in
Senkataka city and invited some Tamil residents from the north to settled there and ruled the Sinhalese in this
place and eventually died in the year of old age. Kailaya Malai mentions that Yalpadi died after received Jaffna
as a gift for sang the praises of Narasingarasa, the son of Ukrasinghan. But Vaiya Padal mentions, the Yalpadi,
who played the Yazh in Vibhishana's royal assembly, brought Kolarukarattu Kurisil to rule the Manari given to
him and named this place as Jaffna. At the same time, the literary sources of Tamil Nadu have revealed that the
people who recover the instrument called Yazh, which is considered as the musical instrument of Tamils, were
marked as Yazhpanars and eventually the area they lived in was called Jaffna. Thus, the news about Yalpadi is
not in proper chronological order in Tamil literatures. However, this story has highlighted the historical news
such as the migration of people from Tamil Nadu towards Eelam, political domination and the fact that the
Sinhalese people lived in the region along with the Tamil people. So the Yalpadi story is not just a story about
the name of the place.
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