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Medical periodical is of prime importance 1 the field of health science as 1t 1s

the method bv which new knowledge 1s imparted as quicklv as possible 1n a bnef and a
usable form. Increasing price of medical peniodicais creates chalienges to heaith science
librarians in Sri Lanka The paper examines the origin of countrv of publications of
available medical periodicals in Sri Lanka, currency exchange rate changes. the trend in
nrice increases of medical periodicals durmg the penod from 1681 to 1999 and the
impact of price changes of medical penodicals on purchasing power of health science
libranies in Sti Lanka. Twentv- one medical periodicals were randomly seiected and
their prices of every three-year period from 1981 to 1999 were taken from the
respective vears of Ulrich mtemational penodical directery. Price miormation was
compared to the general inflation rate expenenced in S Lanka as reflected by the
Consumer Pnice Index (CPID). Purchasmg power of hbraries was analyzed based on the
calculation method followed to upndate on mﬂﬂ.tlon of joumal prices 1n the Brandon- Hlll
list of joumals. (Kronenfeld, 1996). _ -
B The studv showed that the ﬂuctuat*ion n tht currency exchange rate of Sn1 Lanka

rupee against US A doliar and UK sterls ng }‘}(}Lﬂd simificantly influence the purchasing
power of health science hbraries m Sni Lanka due to over dependence of medical
periodicals i USA and UK. The value of monev spent on acquisition of medical
periodicals deteriorated relatively 1o that of money spent in the general economy when
considering 1981 as base vear. it is readily apparent from the study that aespite the
current low general rate of inflation. the purchasing power of Sri Lanka health science |
libranes continues to dwindle. The study will ;!Uﬁ W people to understand better what is
happening to a health science librarv's real purchasing power. The information should
heip the hibrarans to justifv budget increase needed to mamntain their collection.
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