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. ABSTRACT
Rural areas in India undergoing several challenges like sustainable employment in
agriculture/ allied sector, quality education, marketing infrastructure, over exploitation g)fnatural
resources, inadequate electricity, transport, communication, health, food and storage facilities etc.
Meanwhile, Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Science and Technology (ST), are
playing pivotal role in the management of rural development programmes to ensure that benefits
»}v\arranged by governmental organizationsreachout the commoners on time through proper chan;zel‘
;{1C T and ST have the potential to capture real-time status and progress of programmes, schemes
Afund utilization, space, timely disbursement of wages, subsidies issuedthrough various schemes etc'.
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AKRUTETO PROMOTE TECHNO-ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN RURAL AREA

In the year 2009, the povernment introduced Akruri Tech Pack (ATP) for exclusive
rural deployment on chargeable basis is a tec hnology package for desirous technically oriented
in villages and cities for individuals including women, young entreprenenrs and companies, to
encourage techno-cconomic activity in rural sector throngh AKRUTT programme at an affordable
price. Now the scope is expanded by adding twelve more science and technologies, better training
facilities, project feasibility and new schemes of technology deployment under twelfth plan project
and flexibility s increased by adding more user friendly terms and conditions to ATP,

SCOPEOF RURALENTREPRENEURSHIP FOR URBAN STUDENTS IN INDIA

Fhe Micro, Smalland Medium Enterprises (MSMEE) have existed in rural India since ages in
the torms of traditional skills. Recently, rural entreprencurship has emerged as a dynamic concept
among educated urban youth, There is a lot of scope for rural entrepreneurship in MSMEs which
playvs a major role in providing employment and income for the poor and unemployed in rural areas.
In Indiaiitis noteworthy that MSME contributes nearly 52% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and making available more 75% of all labour force. The scope of rural industries for urban vouth
is considered basically a question of properly utilising the unexploited natural and human resources
and tapping vast material existing in the villages. The future of rural industrialization basically may
depend on urban entreprencurshipbecause of low investment of capital, labour intensity and use
of simple technology by employing local human and material resources. And the combination of
human capital with village natural resources is necessary for urban entrepreneurs to bring about a
viable development in these areas.

SCHEMES FOR RURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN INDIA

Apart from AKRUTTI technology package for urban and rural entrepreneurs in India, the
government of India has given six major schemes for rural entrepreneurship in order to promote
self-employment opportunities to educated youth. They are:

(1) Entreprencurship Development Institution Scheme

(2) Rajiv Gandhi UdyamiMitraYojana (RGUMY)

(3) Performance and Credit Rating Scheme (Implemented through NSIC)
(4) KhadiKarigarJanashreeBimaYojana for Khadi Artisans

(5) Marketing Assistance Scheme

(6) Provision of Urban Amenities to Rural Areas (PURA)

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The various review of literature on awareness on Techno-preneurship and challenges and
opportunities on rural entrepreneurs were collected and presented below for the study. Vijay Kumar
(2015) stated that as the population grows there will be pressure on land and the growth in the
agricultural production cannot absorb in agricultural employment. This leaves the rural non-farm
scctor in the form of rural SMEs to absorb those released from agriculture but not absorbed in
the urban industries.SunitaSethi (2010) highlighted women participation in entrepreneurship is
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(1) To study the demographic profile of the res
<q on AKRUTI technologpy package for urt

spondents In Yellore oty

(2) To find out theawarenc
the ruralsector.

HYPOTHESIS
. There i e hetween gender and awareness o AT
Hol: There is no significant relationship between penas
rechnology package tor urban entreprencurs in the ruralsector.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Nature of the study: Descriptive and Analytical
':'/,,’o',’

gh a structured guestionnzire using likert
'/"’.’o?’/’,’:‘?’:"‘:’(/!
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journals and mazgazZines.

1yl STV
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Sources of data: Primary data collected throu
aware about the scheme to

<cales ranging from 3 fully
lected though indexed .

method and secondary data were col

Sampling method: Convenience sampling
Vellore

Sampling area: Students pursuing M.Sc¢ Bio-technology in a reputed institution in

city, Tamil Nadu in India.

Sample size: 100 respondents

1 .-
L. i oac M
ne DI10-Z25 pidils,

the respondents who have more knowledge ofih g

Sampling unit: Only from
bio-fungicide, and bio-pesticide.

soil organic carbon, tissue culture,

uare 123t

Data Analysis: Statistical techniques like frequency distribution and chi squars 1est.

overing demographic profiles like gencer. n2

Questionnaire Design: Questionnaire ¢ 2
ariables like awareness on AKRUTI

interested 1o become future entrepreneursand other twelve v
Technology package for urban entreprencurs in the ruralsector.

RELIABILITY TEST

In order to measure the internal consistency of all the v
Cronbach’s Alphatest. The result of the reliability test was 0.845. This reveals that a
unbiased degree of internal reliability amongst the items and this leads to further analysis of the

data.

ariables, the researchers applied
good and

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The research study was restricted to only Vellore city. The sample size was 100 only. The
results cfmd opinion given by the respondents may not be same, if itis conducted in anv other district
of Tamil Nadu in India. The questionnaire was collected only from students pursuing PG degree

programme in Vellore city.
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Table 2.Ch i=square test on awareness on AKRUTI Technolo oy
r\,l;:—flm‘-“ Gender(awareness) Total Sig
Nisargruna- Biogas plant based on biodegradable Fully aware 0 0.000
wasie Less aware 36
No aware 64
Soil organic Carbon Detection and Testing  Kit [ Fully aware 12 0.000
(SOCDTR) Less aware 32
No aware 56
Vibro Thermal Dis-infestor (VTD) Fully aware 0 0.000
Less aware 44
No aware 56
| Foldable Solar Dryer (FSD) Fully aware 3 0.000
: Less aware 24
|
' No aware 73
jProc\es's‘ for‘ re-tain.ing pericarp colour and extending | Fully aware 3 0.036
;sh‘el: life of Litchi, novel process, wherein the fruits Lsg aware 35
| after treatment can be stored at low temperature up to
| 45 days No aware 62
| Domestic Water Purifier (DWP) a technology to get | Fully aware 22 0.000
bacteria free clean drinking water without use of Less aware 30
electricity
No aware 48
Solar Energy driven portable domestic Brackish Water Fully aware 27 0.000
Reverse Osmosis (BWRO) technology — technology [ css aware 33
to desalinate contaminated water of salinity to provide m
drinking water in remote/rural areas where electricity | O aware 0
1s not available
Dip N Drink (DND) Membrane pouch, technology | Fully aware 4 0.011
to convert the biologically contaminated water into Less aware 16
sterile solution for oral consumption, useful during N 20
flood, cyclones, tsunami, earthquakes, etc. in remote | NO @ware
areas/ villages.
Banana Tissue Culture (BTC) Technology for mass- | Fully aware 22 0.000
production of commercially important banana varieties. Less avare 29
No aware 49
Mass  multiplication medium of Bio-fungicide | Fully aware 27 0.001
Trichodermaspp Less aware 28
No aware 45
Micro-fine Neem Bio-pesticide Fully aware 21 0.002
Less aware 31
No aware 48
Nano-composite Ultrafiltration Membrane Device for | F ully aware 22 0.001
Domestic Drinking Water Purification W.R.T. Arsenic, [ css aware 34
Iron and Microbial Contaminations.
No aware 44

Source: Primary data
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