ﬁT EA A CONCOCTION
. /A OF DISSONANCE
ey
&HeVen 6l

Poetry & Art

Paintings: Vaidheki
Poetry: P. Ahilan, Geetha Sukumaran

Translation: Vidhya Sreenivasan




T E A CONCOCTION
OF DISSONANCE
(¢ 5 !-5 |j- P 76T s 6rf 65t
SHeVvedel

Poetry & Art



A DHAULI
™ BOOKS

An independent publishing house promoted by Dhauli Review Trust

M.d haulibooks.com
contactdhaulibooks@gmail.com, manmohan_dash@yahoo.com

First published in India 2021 by Dhauli Books
818/2502, Gobindeswar Road,
0Old town, Bhubaneswar - 751002, Odisha, India

Tea: A Concoction of Dissonance

s B: wreatrsall&r Saeneai

P. Ahilan, Geetha Sukumaran, Vaidheki

Copyright © P.Ahilan, Geetha Sukumaran, Vaidheki 2021

Price: 2895/ €20

ISBN 978-93-89382-49-5

Translation: Vidhya Sreenivasan

Design and layout: Fold Media Collective (Pvt) Ltd, Colombo
Additional layout work: Azmah Nihar

Printing and binding: Thomson Press (india) Limited, New Delhi.

Published by Manu Dash for Dhauli Books.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any
means or stored in a data base or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the copy-
right owner. The rights of P. Ahilan, Geetha Sukumaran and Vaidheki to be identified as author of this
work has been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise be lent,
resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior permission in any form of binding.



Cauilemevs CHMLL & Q& MBeumeTiaEhs S
For the tea plantation workers



Contents

Foreword

Preface
Introduction
Poems by P. Ahilan

Poems by Geetha Sukumaran

07
o8
10
16
62




This book of TEA POEMS by Geetha Sukumaran and
P.Ahilan has exclusive flavours of life experienced

in India and Sri Lanka. Love lingers like the soft
foggy steam unravelling colours of rélatronshlps as
the metaphor of sipping tea or engagmg with tea
making is spiced up with women histories, domestic
violence, political wars, love, pain and resistance.
Here, ‘Each gulp of tea is a ripple, a resistance’.

Local tea drinking habits are reflected in the
crispiness of a poem. Disputes about land, nation,
and nationalities are portrayed over a cup of tea,
pouring references of political insurgencies into
the reader’s cup. ‘Melting memories of the body’
leave residues at the bottom of an emptied cup.

"l walk into tea / Where the lane ends, there is no
field / Where is my village? "

TEA experienced in these poems is beyond
geographical constraints, leaps beyond borders,
breaks boundaries, making these poems

highly political with reference to bodies of land
Jjuxtaposed with human bodies.

An impressive cover and beautiful works of art by
Vaidheki not only bind these short poems that speak
of a time that we live in, but also keeps reminding the
reader that these poems are about TEA!

- Mamta Sagar (India)
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Like the tea it celebrates, this collection is a

"cup of timelessness" whose fragrance, tang,

and powers of signification both mark time and
transcend it. Tea as word and silence, home and
exile, self-healing wound, translator of sameness
and difference. Sukumaran s and Ahilan’s poems
(in Vidhya Sreerfivasan’s masterful translation)
and Vaidheki’s artwork give us a book of tea
splendid in clarity and sensorial texture. These
intimate transnational ‘conversations’ journey
through histories of oppression and strife, but are
also steeped in vocabularies of love. They speak
of the power of tea to communicate and connect
beyond borders, disrupt the politics of hostility,
and work toward an aesthetic of hospitality.

- Mihaela Moscaliuc (USA)
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