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SUBVERTING PATRIACHY: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
THE NOVELS OF GEORGE ELIOT AND TONI MORRISON
FROM A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE
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ABSTRACT

Women are still the largest among the oppressed social groups locally, nationally and
globally. Family is the basic social institution which lays the foundation for suppression of women.
With the father figure (God in religion) in the throne, it would be a blasphemy to question the authority,
validity and the principles upon which family has been constituted. Right from the primitive age
through the feudal one, family has been constructed, through different discursive practices as an
unquestionable and holiest social institution. Literature is one of the pivotal discursive practices
through which all hegemonic ideologies, including patriarchy have been produced, reconfirmed and
sustained. Feminist writers rely much on challenging such hegemonic literary representations in
changing the life conditions of women. George Eliot and Toni Morrison in their novels, provide ample
scope for their female protagonists to reject male authority in family and to reverse the roles of gender
imposed by patriarchy. This study, through comparison aims to show how these two women novelists,
from different ages and cultures present alternative character models of women. Their women
characters challenge the patriarchal norms and behavioural patterns of women as mothers, wives and
daughters. The study compares the novels written by George Eliot and Toni Morrison to analyse how
they subvert patriarchy through presenting rebellious women characters. It uses Marxist, feminist and
gynocritical theories for textual interpretation. The gynocriticism look into the specific biological,
psychological, linguistic and cultural experiences of women writers to interpret their texts.
Comparison and textual interpretation are the methodologies used in the study. On top of the wide
temporal, spatial and cultural differences, these writers portray characters that subvert and reverse
the familial roles prescribed to women.
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Gynocritics begins at the point when we free ourselves from the linear absolutes of male
literary history, stop trying to fit women between the lines of the male tradition, and focus
instead on the newly visible world of female culture (Elaine Show Alter, 1979).
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