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Abst N oaines e impact of mlcroﬁnaqce on women's economic ang S0cig
Purpose: Thug Stheyputhukku diyiruppu Divisional Secretanatl F)wngon of Sri Lanka, where Women
empowerment in tace severe postwar vulnerabilities, including weakened assef bases

h?aded 2 %:Zﬁ:ggj;scz:gn;niiid access to markets and institutional support.
gles::;:lelmethodologylapproach: The study adopts a quantitgtive research degign using Primary

lected from 60 women headed househglds in .the Puthukkudlynruppu Divisiong|
survey qataD‘i(i)sion Microfinance is examined through microcredit, welfare support, and ivelihoog
Segreta”at wlhile ehpowement is assessed through economic and social dimensions. Data yere
::Z';f::; el;sing descriptive statistics, Pearson corrglation, and mult,iple regression techniques tq
identify the relationship between microfinance services and women's empowerment in a DOStwar

community context.

Findings: The findings reveal that different componeqts .of microﬂ.nance influence women's
empowerment in different ways. Welfare support 'anq livelihood ass@ance are positively ang
significantly associated with social empowerment, indicating t.h.at npn-crednt support mechanisms play
an important role in strengthening women'’s confidence, participation, and social agency. Microcredit
is significantly associated with economic empowerment, suggesting that access to finance supports
income generation and household economic stability. Overall empowerment is significantly influenced
by microcredit and livelihood assistance, highlighting the importance of combining financial access

with practical livelihood support.
Research limitations/implications: The study is limited to 60 women headed households in one

Divisional Secretariat Division. However, the findings offer useful implications for designing integrated
microfinance programmes in postwar communities.

Originalityivalue: This study contributes to Sri Lankan microfinance literature by showing that credt
alone s insufficient for broader women’s empowerment and that welfare and livelihood support afé
essential in postwar recovery contexts,

Keywords: Microfinance; Post Conflct Development; Puthukkudiyiruppu DSD; Sri Lanka; Womér
Headed Households; Women's Empowerment
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