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ABSTRACT: Religion and its associated worship traditions are one of the creations
of human culture. Renowned anthropologist, E.B. Tylor defined religion as belief in
spiritual beings. Numerous religious traditions have been originated in different
periods of the world history and have being spread among the people. The South
Asia is an origin center of foremost religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
and Sikhism in the world. It could be observed in the religious history of South Asia
that new religious cult are being formed through religious syncretism process during
the various historical period of the region. In this context, this present study attempts
to make a cultural inquiry on Shiradi Sai Baba cult which is popularizing worship
tradition among people of India and Sri Lanka. The worship of Shiradi Sai Baba,
which is emerging as a unique religious tradition in predominantly line with the Hindu
religious tradition in Jaffna, creates a space for getting new religious experiences
among the Hindu devofees. The objectives of this study is to analyse the unique
features of the Shiradi Sai Baba cult and its socio-cultural importance in the Jaffna
cultural domain and discuss the religious and social factors behind its dynamics. This
study is based on the ethnographic method which is principal approach in the study
of culture. The primary data for this study were collected through the fieldwork
conducted in Shiradi Sai Baba shrines in Jaffna. Sai Mandri, one of the Shiradi Sai
Baba worship center located at Navalar Road, Nallur has been selected as a sample
study center for this study. A person born in an Islamic family of Shiradi village,
Maharashtra State in India has been deified as a popular deity and worshiped in India
and Sri Lanka. The devotees can directly involve in this worship practices by various
manners, though if is associated with Hindu worship. This Shiradi Sai Baba worships
lead to leave the traditional Hindu cultural manners specially the concepts of purity
and impurity in ritual matters, and to a new state of worship patterns. Definitions
related to the sanctity of religion in the Hindu cultural tradition have been followed
very flexibly in the worship tradition of Sri Sai Baba. However, this study reveals that
the worship of Shiradi Sai Baba, which is very much in tune with the Hindu cults, is
making new changes in the religious beliefs and practices of the youth in Jaffna.
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1. ey oyfiapatd

waflg USIUTLE o aursshseisd @amrs  FoOWD SEETThs  afuri@  JySEsD
SrelLBHamar. Opaemdd usurlGl  ArmbdAwb o &6l  (LPEHTWTRT  FIOWIFSsetr
Upiitiseflel  enowioras  STetLGE&BS.  SbBlaeuisd Setienwsreors EbhSumeaigib
Geommslgid Wasab IHEelanBw  LiFusdwiodLbs  euBds3 e smuiumur  sufunl @
wryGsmLjurer ueiiumligued ellsnramemiunsg Seleuruiey SiMWwadIBg. Bl Obigw  Fwowliu’ @
umpbuflwicrer  @hsFow  aufutl®G  wgyseT SreuECsTmD  weGaum  ysSHw  swounl  uesiun G
wyUsafel 2 HamrsssANeh @SHIHMmFaSGL SIglUMLLTEG SMLHAITNE. SbAul ussum Gl
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SIDFSHBbIHUT  ueUTLBL I AURISERSGD QU Fow PTG (Wenpwns
ufymblemeroem B'edr wiBpd SMIECHT eyFFLD CUTED aFjBETrsHsd FrgeruiuTur aduTED
2 W&AOumD e madBd smsHD Bewms Sem dng stulutun enfuT@  WFLTETE
soaSIHAU FowfuT G wjuts stemlLGSema (White, 1972). eBiurs &g gruiwurur
uPuTL @ wjuTers BEsiFLw UL wWoBWiE GFmaTses Bemhe HRIDTE HeveuHS BIBEnLD
UsbBeuyl Syleyse GeusfiuuLggueioneano Bhig GPUI Sessa (Mclain, 2011 & Pandya, 2014).
Bpsisow afun @ wydar psPmeadr selsgaoner sow anfur (G wjure ewsd Cuibm
auGASD  Frg  emuiutur  aPUTLG  guTeng sl FwW  eumpelweded Uy  Fwow
SiglueukiEeTan  wTEs SrevlLGdEns. ObHesulsd Seeuriieds Upsmer  @onrdsd
wmplLTeRSEIN ueiium’ @ Geueflulsd g smuiumur eufur’ @ wyler Saldgeunrar el wriseme
Siuppilen Ueijeownen smenfsamenud LsHILITC QWIS allsTrenemde 2 ' UBSSHIUSTESID.

2. syliey (pepuiwed

wmpliuremggled  umrbufiuore NGUBDUULE aGden Hreenowiu@ssiu L wogh  dymbw
sow fuTLG WILUSEILET Boembgld SHNSHOTEMD awWFHOUBmIuGD &g el utur
PUTL@ wgda eiéde LIILOWTeT Fups FDW LRIUTLQ SienFallusshseneT Beueuruley
GAIDLWILGSHISHME. FOW aumpelet SHglUML S &S s SITBIL. eumPeiiuisd (LPemMEETHL 6T
gefimenbs STaULGARDE. assla aumpalusd (empUBBW UL YW alFmyamemaesd
Beeuenyaled ie] SIENIGSUPOBEET  (PSEDWITRTEEULTELD. AbPeneouled Beleunicumeig
Bamaumyauied uie| SEpGWoBUls  sglumLulsd GunHGsTsTeiILL GoeE.  auiiaEETaT
greyset  wmplurema  8sesgled  oemwpgisten  dyg  emuutur  euflunlig Misefed b
GrafldbsiulLear. ®Breuso) oldf, BHeogrfled oiobgsTer  Erg  Fmuiumum afum’ (B enlowid
umsLTFAUTE CpfloyCslwin’ @ omE GoBOSTEIMILLL QSTLTFALTT SeTuiasen ¢LpsoLd
uelsrer Nygnen ssasss CssflésiulLear. sualbens GsfaGauwri L e erufumur
UM G ewwsssd GomGEmseniiulL  URIGUBBID SUBTRID, UFSTer  &&e60meriu|Leumest
Gpjamemsd o Fryg  erudurur  CETEE GBS SHAGD UsSTHEHS LB
BupesreimiulL alLw syitesEsd QuuiaGsTear LFsTear saaed Crafllils s@malsenmelb.

3. (PRaBEDD SEbEISHTWITL D

BBH0 veUTLG unbufwksmes SelsSaDTes: QBTERRIL  WITpUILITEOIL uswiuTL®B  Geuerfluisd
SIEHTENOE STEVTE EWEFNOUBD GBS &Iy smulurur endur’ @ iy wsefaL Gw GBluTS
BmenCumlen, w @ Jjusbw  swoWL  LesLTLTE  HevslleumSama. wrpliuressd  Amiw
BLivgidled gelBLiSenTed o HaumssiLGL g smuiumum euyBuT gL KiGel Ugien] wdser oifasb
@aIp &G Fow ePUNGS Seommeins  wreunsdmear. aafenwwner  adur @ (penp&eiisd
Opmmid Udia) gusw wildd afabs sow afur’ G apsmen aeelsomar sou Frerglre
SLOUUTBEET  (WODWWTES SMSH0  OsTeentg);  aufLBh SlpweuTseilat  Fows
SIDIUABIEM  (PHAOLILGSHW aufLT G (poDBsEHLET Smenihs amauis &g eruiumur
aufium’ G ewhissT  sTeRlLBESPaT. BT,  WTpLUTemT BEIWD, USHSTy, OCuiflwelenme,
LGSPSamD Sreully eTer WTpULTEN GLT BTLIgE LeCam B kiseisd gng snuiumur endum’ @
MOWRIEET 2 Haursl Wwhsulen Cw LyedwiwenLbgissnar.

guelar Crrésh &6 Gsfla@suwiulL  HoEmfld SeobseTen érng  smuiumur e G
BLpb @G GLbbupid mPuT G WIUSEHD OsTLTute GsafssiurL srejseien eufurs
Cpré@d Gurg umpbufworer wmpliuTem Ehar ussum @ wylisd gmg  smdiumur  euPum’ @
wpurengy et sigtuent uled seilggutss @, gow  aufur’ G ojunes  a&FSGUD
eupSeimenioulenar  SiElwIeOTLD.

3.1, dg smilumur efur@ uptiu HGEE SEPPED

BeveomAw @hrefwmer Frg smuiurur (1838 - 1918) SkAwmeied LOSTITE0IRT  WTHeVHHe G
fw  Symowrer  Froulss  Imppery  (Vicziany, 2016).  Gedeomdwemsayn BhaIaINsEa|b
pHFmFaCuBs BUITe weBTE Ba) sSPwiuAsmT  (Loar, 2018). GaumeLw QuTQpLD
anesFed Beuegs enjbdH Bba, SaLaTiw wBHID gMmeIw S SSmans Goihy A ussTeEs
G seUULLG. Seujsel G sHEG® whmd opcamelsegiu  SysTamsEGsy Bprsder).
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Spemed 1972 oumbLsHed Bbunaier Bube wBHID CseosAu UGS M0 G SHiglILITET FOW
MPUTL G Bubsions SpESwemLws Oermdws (McLain, 2011). eneviwd sTEVHAD BOIBHES
gOULL  FOW  SigIUaIREsT dbulL  sreuggs0 Beuen] FLOW @IWID 2 _@LWCUITS  LDSHBENTED
ofiwiu s smemonder.  SesumaswuTs BafiLb eremiulL safggeunrea sow SIEILISUBISEETT
UbulL sTeogdlsd By g @reiuns wassmsd CuIDBlILBSHEG aufaume Qs FH. Beurmed
CuplsreeniulL  opyss QerwpLrGest  wossloLBu  Baiy QzTLfurer  gFwowinb &y
SbBSHGIBlemeoulenar dsefean G 2_(heunddler. oiper anfwrs bl STEOHH0 LU eTedtayLD,
1918 Suemif SieuHenLW Fomg Pevevsdg Usiiany &g amullumur SEad SfwiulLry. Bhswuralsd
o Goa Bam  Seonime LOBId 2 _6v&  HIGHeTs0 SEHIGWIBG  IDSEHET  SeumeLIW  FLow
anfun’ genen  UeLbgid USS]HEMS o sienen]. @hAHuTesd WSMITadeIT  1THleuShaed Friguiicd
BaumoLw soTH auPUTLIRL (1plb  ganeu BLiseiled aL bW & Ligssamen wjimen @&
AT QL BISEHD ©_(Heunssiul § LaMIaRIT  WIRlegH 2 6iten S Fmullumur sufum’_ B
B 560 BLOLTISED PTG wyene @SGID TImbAHw Fow euum’ @ WILECTE BemenTh
umSWIQIDd aunfunGsst BLIOUpISEmaT.

3.2, wmpturest dyp Ml umr gEeowib

QUIYESTE  UMSIOTAILTS  Cefley@eFwtiug L &g smuSumur  eufum’ oL frpee OFsaim
sufunGaeen GumOsteisn (Pguins udsjselel Gapaamans Srseh pawrs 2007b Qi@ 314
Breweo] efg, WLSSTT WmpLUTeRID et (paaufluiied ienwsSEIUL L. QIUGHD @b el ige
AL O&M1gedled eurbidsiu’ @ 2012 SLeRIB  cpsverdEHTer  SHMWLET  Lo&T GWUTIG &b
CEUILLLG Fpdsl Frg gmud urum hET sl SiemPHESLILLH AUBEFDE. QLW SIDBIGTE6V],
ST IOBDID HLeOW "FBTTET FE. UT. JrEeus (35 anwg) EIINGD Curg

2007 oYeoiiG I lpaT (LHBHHEED eTeticanTed 2 _GouTEsIULL BF% syeowbd 2012 eHE
fwsieneflsomen BLIQL BISEBLET  GLUTIGFSID Geiwtul @ Weseny 2017 syeHi@
WalEufiuw smeusppub LsBeum) dyenm Gsuleumisengb waresbuniGsastb Qeui L g

aeain GULIL Baienens GG GO H5555)
33. wmpiiumemt ding sl UTLT Yeoud UPUM_ B (enpaEsit

FRBEI g sTul whHBHulsd Bhs Gueowtiseisd BLvCupd sufun@smen’ @ssaumeuisd Fesp
3 Geummem “sms @Lb CURIASBE.  SIPUBDIL 6 @aiban  efwmpsdipeoud  BLbGuEID
aufurLieng Wseyb Hpiuns CupGsTsTaniLL G axmB S, CGugud geurysou eudun®, &mag
eafeusoid, WABE eufun®, gendl eufunG, ORs55Mm aufun®, BeusTud endun, allpTwsy sufun(,
Posst ubun, presmul eufung, GemalGors'ar eufiun@, eneuyes] sufun, 1 SuAhE Seduimas
FMUIBTET eufun@  eter S LD  eusHSWLITET afLUTGaEsT @1 OunDs SeisTalss
(LT

e WS GLb Gumb LoF WapssT geemu Spownisaisd BLib GuEd e (Wenpaeisn
Bobab Fpm algBumsoreigs. @mllures USSTHET  SiguoTens  eufluBeusnsll Gumsd PbOBEH
ameded Qb afulaugraa, gfedge anfuTBseisd ETaTILGS GLTE WwEbSTeRed
Bobal afuGamsit Gurgib, aleben anfuTBseaisd sreiL@eausmsl Curaim “aeuls BmBulen
LTl apeions g EFeunsid GuBLILIGsuSILOTET WMDBEEHD SrerILBHEmg.

Bbg, Sfieogel, Gebeomdw usigens B seigud Qrig al8sL eufunBassn BLbCumpidsimpe.
Gogid euBLIES  WeBNHEaIIID SBLMBNT  HFHHPID, SR BHECETm(Wep g WS &leny semmid
Brig BLlupdamam GHUILSs668). oS SRIGEHOLI S JTeT STeUnRISsTsy BEG aubg
uPUT B bl HHboL sisamen BepGauhmib euensuiovmer uPuTBeEsT S bOumpdaimen.

35. wmplmest #ng FMul LmuT gueuwnb enPUGHD L& ST seir
WITHUILTERT  Fepe S 3 e Siaibgialsorer Syl mbd BT Aet LESTHTS o_eliemayTy.

DIBNUFI SIS ST WLHE6T (PHEO LYHS SPF WHEID salwuny aiopseied © wjusal eualIBLIy
UEJWITES 2 6iteneny. BelieurmreGeu GWhamsEeN, Beneehiser, Ouekissn eren SIDMSEH! Ui

srudeigd  uteBmeulammd Gk auGSameny. geow  endumlged oBEw  CmFsefsd
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QUTEEHESG BaInel OCuElGED SEWSHma &HHD CFISM, SWaSM, mEFsEGHU
QUTGLEMM  APEIGSD, "sFEnsEe o saluflsd, weemisa sTomsals o _saHe, sl
B6GHM, Sajsd Uigssed Burain U QewHuI® FELUGHGDML BHE saelsssssss. DHOID
UGBSy srEsda efliged Hwry GeuwiulL UFeTEhisamen (2_awasameT) WP L sefsd
aunElCsTeGaumd Gurplamen (avsl, Gsmm) smuiutualbg uLSS SThEG By oamng,
gumigemer  GFuig  afubGdeiseny. Guwgub enfuriger Gursl GURL  GeSe SIENETTEU(HLD
gafleemby  UTLeLEST UTEZ6, SuGoOLL GapUlL [EID  SFFMTHEeT o 555560,
MUTFRIBMET LRSHEH0 66T WHssT UBGsBY eufur Guoenmse sSTemlLGESmaT. SuenL el
Ggm_juren & GUUTGSsT Bsbeors CGuTEIL ] Caulgu aBul STamiLGATS.

GupLg el whiseen e SypwTe CRTSEGD CUIS WMPILTEMSS! WFUTIHS @bs! Wl UL @
wyded gefigaeuorar Fow efLT @G FYSEHLST awsduaLwd gm suPfun’ @ wyursGe g9
gnilumur sufuTl @ wyuTeIEl 2 Geundsd CuBm aBEaBamLWImaT S HIDEI.

4. GzrEelymy

Fowd LG Ualgh wiph ysisleamn sduaBpLea OsT jumLw gamrs e Grésmas
(1961) sujsst SBLIGESDT. BbPeeoulsd Bbg sww usull G wiled sowsHe UaBH
SMID CBHTLIUTET suengwenpast &g gmulumur efurl@ wilsd Waab CpApsd BHETEHLDWL|L 65T
UeuBpiul@ auGpdams. Qememn Sbsieow aPfutt@ WansmsT WS péHsmea GuBD
Beeud euflur’ @ wyurs steiluBn  rgsTulumur wmplunemsHed  GenenGunflL5ds0  Flow
podisams wHEIL PUTLE Wopsels LS wIHDLRGm gHuBSE aGAsmamLulmear SR
GBHUIL&5E658.
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