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tpsf;F itj;jnyd;gJ jkpou; tho;tpay; Kiwfspy; Fwpg;gplj;;jf;fnjhU Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;j gz;ghl;L 
kughFk;. jw;fhyj;jpYk; $l tpsf;F itj;jy; (Vw;Wjy;) vd;gJ jkpou; tho;tpay; eilKiwfSld;> 
ek;gpf;iffSld; gpd;dpg;gpize;j xU epfo;thf mike;Js;sJ. ,e; eilKiwfs;> ek;gpf;iffs; 
vd;gdtw;iw rkak; rhu;e;jnjhU tplakhfNt ngUk;ghYk; ghu;f;f Kbfpd;wJ. ,jid ,yq;ifj; 
jkpo;r;rhrdq;fs; $Wk; nra;jpfSlhfTk; milahsg;gLj;j Kbfpd;wJ. ,yq;ifapd; gy;NtW gFjpfspy; 
fz;nlLf;fg;gl;l vz;zpf;ifapy; mjpfkhd jkpo;r; rhrdq;fspy; tpsf;Fitj;jy; kw;Wk; tpsf;Fitj;jYld; 
njhlu;Gila nra;jpfspid fp.gp Xd;gjhk; E}w;whz;bypUe;J 19Mk; E}w;whz;L tiu njhlu;r;rpahf ,dq;fhz 
Kbfpd;wJ. ,r;nra;jpfspid gpd;tUkhW ghu;f;fyhk;: NfhapYf;F tpsf;F jhdk; nra;jy;> Nfhapypy; tpsf;F 
itg;gjw;F Ntz;ba nea; kw;Wk; Njq;fha; vz;nzapidg; ngWtjw;F Ntz;ba XOq;fpid Nkw;nfhs;Sjy;> 
tpsf;F itg;gjw;F epiyapUg;ghf nghd; toq;fpaik> ee;jh tpsf;F kw;Wk; jpUtpsf;F itg;gjw;F fhR> 
nghw;fhR toq;Fjy;> tpsf;F itg;gjw;F Ntz;ba nea;apid ngWk; nghUl;L gRf;fs;> vUikfs;> kw;Wk; 
rth%t NguhLfs; toq;fpaik> nea; mse;J nfhLg;gjw;Fupa epge;jidfs;> Njq;fha; vz;nzapid ngWk; 
nghUl;L njd;de;Njhg;Gfis toq;Fjy;> vz;nza; tzpfj;jpy; <Lgl;l r%ftFg;gpdu;> tpsf;Nfw;Wtjw;F 
epyq;fis khdpakhf toq;Fjy; Nghd;wdthFk;. Nfhapy;fSf;F mspf;fg;gl;l tpsf;F jhdkhdJ jpUee;jh 
tpsf;F> jhuepiy tpsf;F> re;jp tpsf;F> ghit tpsf;F> Fj;J tpsf;F> mLf;F tpsf;F> cNyhfj;jpyhd 
J}gq;fs; vd gythW mikfpd;wd. gpw;gl;l fhyj;jpy; jhdkhf toq;fpa cNyhfj;jpyhd tpsf;Ffspy; 
jhdk; mspj;jtupd; ngau;fspidAk; fhzKbfpd;wJ. rhrdr; nra;jpfspid ghu;f;Fk;NghJ> murd; Kjy; 
rhjhuz kf;fs; tiu jhdk; toq;fpapUe;jikapid fhzKbfpd;wJ. rpy rhrdq;fspy; jhdk; toq;fpa fhR> 
nghd;> epyk;> gR> vUik> ML vd;gtw;iw ngWg;Ngw;W tpsf;F Vw;Wjw;fhd Vw;ghLfis tzpfu;fs;> tzpf 
fzq;fs;> NfhapYld; njhlu;Gila gy gpuptpdu; Nghd;Nwhu; Nkw;nfhz;bUe;jdu;. ,t;tifapy; tpsf;F 
itj;jy; vd;w gz;ghl;L kuGrhu; nra;jpfspid ,yq;ifapy; fpilj;j jkpo;r; rhrdq;fs; Clhf 
,dq;fhz;gJk;> mtw;iw njhFj;J Muha;tJk; ,t;tha;tpd; Kf;fpa Nehf;fkhFk;. mj;Jld; tpsf;F itj;jy; 
kuG jkpou; tho;tpaYld; gpizf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; tpjj;jpid Muha;tJk; ,t;tha;tpd; ,d;ndhU Nehf;fkhFk;. 
,t;tha;T Nehf;fq;fspid epiwT nra;tjd; nghUl;L ,yq;ifapy; ntspaplg;gl;l jkpo;r;rhrdq;fspd; 
fy;ntl;Lg; gbfSk;> mt;fy;ntl;Lg; gbfis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L ,Jtiu ntspaplg;gl;l E}y;fs;> 
fl;Liufs; vd;gd ,t;tha;tpy; gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd. mj;Jld; njhy;ypay; Ma;TfSlhf ntspg;gLj;jg;gl;l 
mfy;tpsf;F> RLkz; tpsf;Ffs; Nghd;w njhy;ypay; rhd;Wfs; ,k;kugpd; njhd;ikapid ntspg;gLj;jp 
epw;fpd;wd. ,jDlhf njhd;ikahd fhyk; njhl;L rkfhyk; tiuf;Fk; tpsf;Fitj;jy; gz;ghl;Lr; rpwg;gpid 
ghu;f;f Kbfpd;wJ.  
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Burning Lamp - A Study Based on Sri Lankan Tamil Inscriptions 

Burning lamp is a cultural tradition of particular importance in the Life style of Tamil. Even in modern 
times, Burning Lamp is an intertwined phenomenon with the practices and beliefs of the Tamils. 
These practices and beliefs are often seen as a matter of religion. This can also be identified by the 
messages conveyed by the Sri Lankan Tamil inscriptions. From the 9th century A.D. to the 19th 
century A.D., the information relating to burning lamp in a large number of Tamil inscriptions found 
in different parts of Sri Lanka can be identified. Looking at the inscriptions, it can be seen that 
donations were given from the king and also ordinary people. In some of the inscriptions, money, 
gold, land, cows, buffaloes and goats were donated and arrangements were made by merchants, 
merchant’s guilds and temple’ people to Burning lamp. In this way, the main objective of this research 
is to identify the traditional messages of burning lamp through the Tamil inscription found in Sri 
Lanka and to analyze them. Also, another aim of this research is to investigate the way in which the 
tradition of burning lamps is linked to the lifestyle of Tamils. In order to complete the objectives of 
this research, the estampage of Tamil inscriptions found in Sri Lanka and the books and articles 
published so far based on those inscriptions have been used in this research. Also, the archeological 
evidences such as akal viḷakku, Terracotta lamps, which have been revealed through archeological 
studies, reveal the antiquity of this tradition. Through this, one can see the importance of the tradition 
of burning lamp from the ancient period to the present day.  
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