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The Concept of “Eminent Domain” Under the Land Development 

Ordinance - A Means to Lose the Objective of the Ordinance? 
 

M. Purathani 
Department of Law, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka 

 

The Land Development Ordinance No. 19 of 1935 (LDO) is considered as a central piece of legal 

architecture in providing systematic development and alienation of state land in Sri Lanka. The LDO 

was legislated to settle landlessness created by the Crown Encroachment Ordinance of 1840 which 

was intended to transfer all lands to which title could not be established, to the state and is the basis 

for the concept of Eminent Domain. The problem identified by this paper is that the concept of 

eminent domain exercised by the Divisional Secretary or Assistant Divisional Secretary of each 

Divisional Secretariat’s division who are empowered to alienate the state land is negatively impacted 

on the livelihood of the people in the post-armed conflict.  This is despite the establishment of the 

Provincial Councils, Provincial Land Commission and the National Land Commission under the 

Thirteenth Amendment which decentralized the powers to administer the land to the provincial level. 

Hence, the unfettered discretionary power is given to the Divisional Secretary under the LDO, 

resulted increasing politicization of land grant to the individuals through encroachment 

regularization, corruption and bias in selecting the individuals for a permit, lack of transparency and 

abuse of power and lack of accountability, equity and equality. Hence the paper identified the 

challenges in implementing the objectives of the Ordinance and recommend the means to 

accommodate the post-armed conflict socio, economic and legal changes into the LDO through desk-

based analysis of existing literature and interviews with relevant officials.  
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Effects of Sri Lankan Kandyan Dance to The Several Sports & Games for 

Grade 6 To 11 Students in Negombo Zonal Girls Schools 
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Kandyan dance has developed from the period of Kandyan kings and today is regarded as the national 

dance of Sri Lanka. The dance imitates movements of animals. The origin of the dance lies in dance 

ritual known as the Kohombakankariya. Sport includes all forms of competitive physical activity or 

games which,through casual or organized participation, aim to use, maintain or improve physical 

ability and skills while providing enjoyment to participants, and in some cases, entertainment for 

spectators.This paper examines that the action taken to “effects of Kandyan dance activities on 

difference sports and games players among Negombo zonal education girls schools”. Therefore, this 

study Sixty girls student randomly selected as subject (N=60). Subjects were taken from Newstead 

Girls College, and Avemaria convent. Data were gathered by physical fitness test (Eurofit Physical 

Fitness Test Battery) and observation. Especially Kandyan dance were used to develop physical 

fitness level in students within the course of 08 weeks. Paired t test was used to analyze the data by 

using MS Office and Minitab 17. According to the pretest and posttest there was significant difference 

between cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance and flexibility and the P value is 0.000 

(P<0.05). Therefore, the Kandyan dance workout could be used to develop physical fitness level of 

Sri Lankan student’s grade 6-11 (age 12/18+- 1). Monitoring of these measures enhances our 

understanding of children’s physical fitness and assists with the identification of areas where 

additional supports are required. 
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