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Zooplankton are floating and drifting animals with limited porner of loeornotio*- They occupy

aa intermediate position b*tween autoffophs and carnivorss in the food web. Th* pr*sence and

dorniuanee of zooplankton species plays an important role in the functioning of aquatic

eeosystern. The present investignrion wils carried out to identify the zooplanktotls species

diversity in Maadaithivu coastal waters. Mandaithivu is an island located west to the Jaffira

towa a11d associated with mangrovs ecosystem. Samples were collected weeklS from October

201? to March 20lg in selected caasfal waters between 6 am -10 am. collected zooplankl0ns

were identified using stand*rd keys according to the marphological ftatures- Eight species of

zooplanktons such as, C'*pepod, Ostreco d, D*phni*sp, Fora.rninifera, Fish larvae, veliger larvae

of Mollusc, nauplius and shrimp like organisms were identified. Nauplius and Daphnia sp-

were observed in higher number than fishlinvae, veliger and ostracods, whereas foraminifera

were the least. During the study period, Ccpepods was recorded as the domiuant species in

MandaithiYu coastal waters.
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