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Agriculture and seajood harvesting are the main industries of the Northern
province of Sri Lanka and many families in these professions have lost all their
belongings and are destitute trying 1o survive. Some of these families are male-
headed and some are headed by females. The study is focused on how well the
female-headed families are able fo succeed against their male counterparts. It has
10 be conceded however that female head of a family has a greater variety of
complications to engage against their male counterparts. This study is aimed at
studying vulnerability, poverty, earning capacity and insufficiency in the female
headed families in depth and sugges! redress. Accordingly a pre-tested structured
questionnaire was administered (o the sample of 3 00families. An ordered probit and
probit regression models were fitted. The age of the head household was significant
but exerted a negative impact on the standard of living and wealth index of poverty
but it had a positive impact on poverty. Gender was significant and negatively
affected standard of living of household. Household size manifested a negative
impact on the standard of living of the households. Location of the house also
played a crucial role and exhibited a negative impact on the standard of living.
Number of years of schooling of the household head correlated nagatively with
wealth index of poverty and income poverty. The results revealed that female
headed' hou.sel-zo!ds were in general, poorer than the male headed ones. The level of
education is inversly propotional to the poverty level. Younger the head of the
househol.d gr'eater.is the opportunity for employment and consequently greater is
e carming copacty. Ti el dullers e prer o b e, Fnl
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enable the individuals to get invgl :Oc,! _’"efnbers Qj female headed families would
el ved in collage industry and self employment elc.
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