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INTRODUCTION eator of the term "pred;no:i‘y ]mlrnial,“
- to be the creatot ™ sre presented regarding

o, Jeffrey Beall claimed _ articles were : _
It has rﬁ«?;ei;hi?;:s:t:s:saaiong theyacademic community. Many\:;mated manuscripts, and how tg
the issies caused by predatory journals, the impact of ;mpropf?rlytie‘ expansion of the open access
lessen them. An increase in predatory journals coincides with raging high-quality research or
publishing paradigm (Beshyah et al., 2018). Rather than ISR \ line over peer review,

. i m

. i se their botto = ¥ i

information dissemination, these predatory publishers pr'Iorih earch publications becomes crucial
often operating with little to none at all. Academic evaluation of resee

; ntific iournals is the benchmark
and is also a fundamental component. Publication in peer_,-ewewed Sfaher?;l:;; (Hebrang Grgic & Guskic,
for academic excellence and the most important way to share research

2019). ! ademic publishing,
The rise of predatory publishing is highly linked to the eyolvung 'a;isecsasps:g'?schinﬁ was orlginallliy
especially in the context of the open-access movement. While open edge dissemination without

designed to facilitate access to scholarly content and PmeOte knOWll it this model (Bjérk, 2011)
financial barriers, it inadvertently gave rise to predatory publishers who explol ’ Gk

; . i iding the rigorous peer
Predatory journals typically offer to publish papers quickly for a fe.e, W'thc_’Ut providing f - m‘“ N
review that is essential for maintaining academic standards. This practice creates an environm "m
which researchers, particularly those under pressure to publish for career advancement or funding
purposes, may unknowingly or intentionally fall prey to unethical publishers (Beshyah et al., 2018),

In Sri Lanka, the issue of predatory publishing has become increasingly relevant as the country
works to strengthen its research output and global standing. Sri Lankan universities are striving to boost
their research capacity and contribute to the international academic community. However, with the
increased emphasis on research productivity, scholars often face immense pressure to publish in reputed
journals. This pressure, coupled with limited access to high-quality journals and a lack of awareness
regarding the. dangers of predfatory publishers, has created a situation where researchers are vulnerable
to falhng victim to these gxplontanve przfcnces.. T.h.e consequences of publishing in predatory journals are
severe, mclu.d'mg the erosion of acadenjlc credibility, the potential retraction of publications, and the loss
of opportunities for genuine scholarly impact.

One of the primary challenges in combating predatory publishing is the lack of awareness among
researchers about the hallmarks of predatory journals. Many predatory publish - d
tactics to mimic legitimate academic journals, making it difficult for ip 'S' Sl
distinguish between reputable and unethical publish nexperienced researchers to

) o publishers. In response, universiti o g
education and training programs that equip researchers with the k ' rsities must prioritize
predatory journals. Workshops, seminars and onli =

: ) N€ resources can be val e
awareness about predatory publishing practices, providing research ; uable platforms for raising
credibility of journals before submitting their work. Addiﬁona”yarc &rs with the skills to evaluate the

universit librari sk o
bases ang ind ¥ libraries can play a pivotal

exe :
which heln S, such as the Directory of Open

publications. ensure the legitimacy of scholarly
Beyond raising awareness, universities must 3]

. . . - . o SO H .
publishing within their academic frameworks. These pol implement Policies that address predatory

iCiES Shoul ¥ !
) dinclude 8uidelines for assessing the
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quality: o publications sabmitted tor academic svaluation, such s for tenure ol promotion. By
establishing Clear citeria for what constitites a legitimate publication, universities can create a culture
of accountability and academi FROE FOr stanee, nstitations can mandate thal only articles published
iy founals indexed in recopnteed databases or those that adhere Lo FHOTOUS peel Teview processes are
consdderad toracademic advancement, Furthermore, dniversities can requite tesearchers to disclose the
journals i which thele work s published. enabling stitational oversight and reducing the risk of
predatory publishing. This paper atns o discuss e pollcies and guldelines implemented at the
respective universities Lo evaluate the authenticity of the academi publications,

1,1 Research Questions

Qi What specitic policles have S Lankan universities Implemented to detect and prevent
predatory publishing among theh academic stalfy

Qa How ellective are the current protective meastres i S Lankan universities 1o prevent,
spread ot predatory publications and preserving research integrity?

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Lo answer the research questions, a mixed-methods approach utilized, combining qualitative
and quantitative methods, This approach will enable a comprehensive understanding of both the policies
and elfectiveness of protective measures agalnst prodatory publishing in Sei Lankan Universities,

LITERATURE

The growth ol open access publishing model allowed a path {or the predatory publishers also,
Majority of the open access Journals are authentic, which are publishoed by very reputed publishers,
professional bodies and research institutions, But some ol the Journals are guestionable in the quality,
the appralsal of research publication fs & major criterion considered for the academie promotions.
Awareness about the predatory Journals 15 very important for the researchers and academies to seloct
sultable Journals for thelr publication. A study was conducted among the young academies in Sel Lankan
university sector using structured guestionnalre, and concluded that only 159 of the respondents were
aware about prodatory Journals, It shows that, there Is o need Lo create awareness among academics
about predatory Journals (Marlka, 2020),

The study measured the awareness of prodatory open-access journals among academics, The
population of the study was permanent academic stall members attached to the Faculty of Management
and Businass Studies, University of Jallna, The results of this study revealad that 22.85% of the stalf were
fully knowledgeable aboul the open-aceess system and 40% knowlodgeable, Faculty members prioritized
the Hsted factors consldered during the Journal selection, such as duration of the publication process,
Impact factor, the peer review process, quality ol the editorial board, publication costs, editorial support,
and Journal indexing. Weight score caleulated based on the preference level and Journal indexing (209)
was highly prioritized by the respondents, followed by the Impact factor (179), publication cost (177),
and peer review process (168) In Journal selection, Nearly 70% of the study participants know about
predatory publishing, and 28.5% of the respondents may have heard about it, but they were not sure
about predatory publications, Among the respondents, all were aware of at least any systems to
differentinte the predatory journal from the legitimate journal, The study suggests that there s a neod
to conduct more awiareness programs Lo educate the predatory open-access publications (Janen at al.,
2022),

Different countries have actively addressing predatory Journals, evaluate awareness in academic
comrmunities, examing the effects of predatory publishing on research quality, and compile policles
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e datory publishing Poses 5

Yood : izes that pPre : ; .
designed to combat these unethical practices. This study Summan};d regiéms. Addressing this requiras
global threat to research integrity, particularly in under-resourc tices. The study highlight.

i ishing prac o by o
enhanced education, awareness, and policies to ensure ethical publl ndards and mitigate the risks of
the need for concerted global efforts to strengthen scholarly sta

predatory journals (Martinino et al., 2024).

DISCUSSION detect and prevent predatory

; . o
4.1 What specific policies have Sri Lankan universities implemented t

publishing among their academic staff? ‘ he risin
i A X . out the : .
Sti Lanka's academic community have raised bells ab s originating from different

publications by university academics in non-recognized and prEda,toryjoumah University of Ruhuna, Sri
parts of the word. A recent study by a team led by Prof. L. P. Jayatissa from the brought to the attenéio |
Lanka makes the stating observation that open access fake journals have Be" db gacademics to clai "
of the university authorities in the country that many such publications were use. y. itiated by th a'"7
points when they applied for academic positions and promotions. Some practices Intha R
Lankan universities were discussed below.

g number of sub-standarg

4.1.1 Guideline for Identifying Predatory and Non-Predatory Publications — University of Per adf—’”i)’.a
The document titled "Guideline for Identifying Predatory and Non-Predatory Publications -

FAHS" provides detailed guidelines for recognizing predatory journals and ensuring scholarly publications
meet proper academic standards. Here’s a summary of the key points:

(i) Identifving Predatory Publishing
Predatory publishing is defined as an exploitative open-access business model that charges fees

to authors without ensuring proper editorial processes or scientific merit. Some key indicators include:
1) Poor website quality (spelling errors, distorted images)
2) Manuscripts submitted via email
3) Promises of rapid publication
4) Low publication fees (e.g., less than $150 usD)
5) Lack of a clear manuscript handling process or retraction policy

(ii) Importance of Avoiding Predatory Publishing
Predatory journals undermine academic integrity. Instituti y
. . ) : utions |j i ¢
Commission (UGC) require applicants to verify that theijr work is not PUins';]e dthe Umversny‘ Gran:s
when applying for promotions. €d In predatory journals

(iii) Recognized Non-Predatory Journals

To ensure publications are credible, journals listed in reco nized
PubMed, Scopus, and DOAJ are recommended. Journals thatar gnize
also considered legitimate. € memb

directories like Web of Science,
ers of COPE, OASPA, or STM are

(iv) Screening for FAHS Research Awards
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4.1.2 Publication Ethics for the Academic Staff- University of Jaffna

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, have initiated a set of processes to address this
challenge within the University of Jaffna by raising awareness and creating appropriate mechanisms. As
part of the process the publication ethics internal circular was approved by the Senate and adopted by
the center for Quality Assurance at the University of Jaffna. University of Jaffna continuously request the
academic staff to publish in journals that belong to the following category:

1) Journals which are published by the member of the Committee on Publication Ethics
(COPE).

2) Journals which are published by the member of the Open Access Scholarly Publishers
Association (OASPA).

3) Journals which are included in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ).

4) Journals published by nationally and internationally acclaimed, established academic
institutions, research centers and professional bodies.

Evaluating publications included in applications for academic positions or promotions, only those
publications that belong to one or more of the following category will be considered as legitimate and
publications that do not fall under any of the following category will be deemed as illegitimate and
therefore won’t be considered for rewards.

4.1.3 Checking Predatory Journals — University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka
This circular mention about how to identify the predatory journals. It follows two phases,
(a) Elimination process
(b) Verification process
Elimination process follow the dichotomous key and five steps to eliminate the journal as
predatory. Initially checked for publisher (Local/Foreign) followed by check with Clarivate analytics
Master journal list (Listed or Not listed), checked with Beall’s list (Listed or not listed) and finally started
year of the journals.
Verification process listed the features of predatory journals which are,
(a) Time duration between the submission date and acceptance/ publication date is very

short.
(b) Differences in the format of the paper within the journal or within the same issue of the

journal.

(c) Obvious language error in the text of manuscript.

(d) Differences in the format of the reference list of paper in the same journal or different
papers within the same issue of the journal.

(e) Subject discipline of the journal is excessively broad.

(f) Name of the journal does not adequately reflect its origin.

(g) There is no periodicity of issues/volumes of the journals

(h) Very attractive home pages.

Other universities also practicing defined procedures to identifying the predatory publishing.
University Grant Commission (UGC) of Sri Lanka have started to verify the authenticity of the journals for
the CVCD award applications through the procedure by the committee included all the university
librarians or their nominees who have involved in this process at their respective universities.

4.2 How effective are the current protective measures in Sri Lankan universities to prevent spread of

predatory publications and preserving research integrity?
In Sri Lanka, as in many other countries, predatory publications pose a significant challenge to

research integrity. Sri Lankan universities and academic institutions have implemented several protective
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Mmeasures varies based on the institution and the broader academlc cultur
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The current protective measures and Lheir effectiveness in preventing 4 / f atits

and preserving research integrity in i1 Lanka:

4.2.1 Increased Awareness and Education

) i F flefits abiotit the eI
Many Sri Lankan universities have started educating their faculty and ’;t""v’ n*” Wit 2o nekrs
of predatory journals. Workshops, seminars, and courses on acadernit publishifig tules = bl
helbing rese e Ul 1Es ) , _ biriltting their work to dubiotis outiets
PIng researchers identify predatory publishers and avold subrmitting ‘ _
, v i feasifiy afare
Effectiveness: Moderate to High. This measure is generally effactive in if!(.f..t].,lfig f:«mr s,
et 1 / [ SO ik
particularly among early-career rescarchers, However, despite growing knowledge, "-’"’“’ researthiers
may still be misled or pressured into publishing in predatory outlets, aspecially when under pressie ¢,
meet publication requirements for promotions or academic credit,

4.2.2 Publishing Guidelines and Policies

Universities and academic institutions have adopted publishing guidelines to enstire resaages,
quality and integrity. They often provide lists of recognized, high-quality journials or databases, such a;
those indexed in Web of Science or Scopus, and encourage researchers to publish in these outlets,

Effectiveness: High. Institutions that have clear policies and guidelines for publishing have 4
stronger defense against predatory publications. However, without enforcement mechanisrs, these
policies can be ignored or sidestepped by less scrupulous researchers,

4.3 Research Committees

Research Committees (RCs) at universities play a critical role in ensuririg that research proptsals
are scrutinized for ethical considerations. These committees also often review publication venues as part
of the research process.

Effectiveness: Moderate. While RCs ensure ethical research conduct, their direct involverment in
publication selection is often limited. Researchers may still publish in predatory journals after obtaining
ethical clearance if committees are not stringent about post-approval monitoring,

4.4 Promotion and Career Advancement Criteria

In some Sri Lankan universities, academic promotions and career advancerments are tied 1o the
number of publications in reputed journals. This acts as an incentive for researchers to publish in high

quality journals and avoid predatory ones. Effectiveness: High, When cormbined with strict criteria on
journal quality (e.g., impact factor or indexing), this method can effectively discourage predatory

publishing. However, in cases where sheer quantity of publications i prioritized over quality, researchers
might resort to predatory outlets to meet these metrics, LR

4.5 Use of Databases and Predatory Journal Lists

Sri Lankan academic libraries and institutions Are INCreasingly providing acceace e olagabme e five
DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals) and Cabell's Whitefist s Blz‘xclf,’!i:'f“'w‘m‘ ‘MW)?;{’: :f/
reputable journals and flag predatory ones. Effectiveness: High. These 1onjs , ﬁflf‘ll‘Ch h{.t!p i (;i :ﬂ
legitimate outlets, but their success depends on how actively they are “;‘L‘d b" dr: ,. ‘-,ef‘ul f(;f' idm!r -/:“, ¢
or students may still overlook these resources in favor of quick pub!icatioﬁ r};:t;z;idrcharﬁ, Some faculty
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4.6 Collaboration with International Organizations

Sri Lankan universities collaborate with international organizations such as COPE (Committee on
Publication Ethics) and follow international best practices for research ethics. These partnerships
enhance the country’s efforts to combat predatory publishing and uphold research standards.
Effectiveness: Moderate. Collaboration with international organizations helps raise standards, but these
efforts are still nascent and require further institutionalization across the country to be fully effective.

4.7 Challenges Facing Protective Measures

* Pressure to Publish: Sri Lankan academics, especially early-career researchers, often face

immense pressure to publish for career advancement, making them more susceptible to
predatory journals.

Limited Resources and Awareness: Despite increasing awareness, there remains a gap in
knowledge about predatory journals, especially in smaller or less resourced institutions.

Weak Enforcement: Even with policies in place, enforcement may be lax, and researchers may
still bypass guidelines without consequences. ‘

CONCLUSION

The protective measures implemented by Sri Lankan universities are improving but still face
challenges. Universities have made strides in educating researchers, providing tools to detect predatory
journals, and institutionalizing best practices. However, consistent enforcement, further education, and
reducing the pressure to publish for career progression are areas that need attention to enhance
research integrity and fully combat predatory publishing.
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